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I’m scared
I’ll strip at
the shops

A Northampton mum has a
rare brain disorder which
causes her to strip down to
her underwear in public.

Leanne Lyon, 41, of Duston,
has a small non-cancerous
tumour in her brain which trig-
gers up to five seizures a day.

The mum-of-two blacks out
during the fits, which causes
her to have one embarrassing
side-effect - they cause her to
take her clothes off in public.

She has found herself
stripped to her underwear in

the Wilkinsons store in
Northampton town centre.

It has contributed to the
breakdown of her marriage,
has lost her a shop job, and is
‘ruining her life’ as she hates
her children watching her go
through the side effects.

Mrs Lyon’s rare condition can
be treated using keyhole sur-
gery to destroy the tumour, but
it is only available in the US and
costs £95k. She is now desper-
ately appealing for help.

“It is terrifying living like
this, I just want to be a normal
mum,” she said.

See page 11
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TERRIFIED: Leanne
says she is
desperate to get
rid of the tumour
as it is ruining her
life and is stopping
her from being a
‘normal mum’
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Care when it’s
needed most
Our new funeral home is now open
in Kingsthorpe and our caring staff
are here to listen and advise you,
24 hours a day, 7 days a week

Our services also include:

– Pre-paid Funeral Plans

– Memorial Masonry

– Floral Tributes

Kingsthorpe
77 Harborough Road, Kingsthorpe,
Northampton, NN2 7SL

01604 714 077
For more information please visit our website
www.co-operativefuneralcare.co.uk

The Co-operative Funeralcare is a trading name of Funeral Services Limited. Funeral Services Limited, registered in England and Wales with number 30808R at registered
offce 1 Angel Square, Manchester, M60 0AG. VAT registered 403 3146 04. Part of Co-operative Group Limited.

TERRIFIED:
Leanne says her
condition is
ruining her life
as she hates
having fits in
front of her
children Megan,
six (right) and
Kieran, nine
(left).

‘I strip in public
during seizures’
A Northampton mum has a
rare brain disorder which
causes her to strip in public.

Leanne Lyon, 41, of New
Duston, has a small non-can-
cerous tumour lodged in her
brain which triggers up to
five seizures a day, and says it
is ruining her life.

The mum-of-two blacks out
during the fits, each of which
can last up to half an hour,
and causes her to have an
embarrassing side effect -
they cause her to strip down
to her underwear in public.

She says she has found her-
self stripped in the
Wilkinsons store in
Northampton town centre,
and the Bounds Taxis office.

Her fits sometimes leave
her incontinent, meaning
she finds herself at risk of
wetting herself and has to
wear adult nappies.

The condition has got so
bad that it has contributed
to the break down of her
marriage with ex-husband
David, and has caused her to
lose her last job at a super-
market because she ‘scared
her boss’ when she had a fit.

Mrs Lyon said: “This condi-
tion is ruining my life.

“I have no idea what I’m
doing during the fits - it’s
almost like I’m sleep-walking
and it leads to really embar-
rassing episodes.

“Once, I was shopping in
Wilkinsons when I had a fit.
When I came round, I was in
nothing but my underwear.

“I’m amazed nobody report-
ed me for indecent exposure!

“It is mortifying that this is
happening though, I just want
to feel like a normal mum.”

Mrs Lyon currently relies on
a carer to take her two chil-
dren Kieran, nine, and
Megan, six, to school.

She says she doesn’t strip
every time she has a seizure,
but it does happen around
twice a month and the
embarrassing episodes also
happen at home.

She said: “A couple of

months ago I was folding
my children’s clothes in
the kitchen when I had one
of my episodes.

“When I came round, I
found myself with one leg
in a pair of my daughter’s
knickers!

She added: “I feel so sorry
for my kids, they shouldn’t
have to see me like this.”

Mrs Lyon first started hav-
ing the seizures when she
was just four-years-old.

Doctors were left baffled
by her condition and, despite
years of tests, they were una-
ble to make a break-through.

But finally, at 29, medics
discovered what was wrong
with her - she has hypotha-
lamic hamartoma.

At 18, she had surgery to
remove part of her brain and
rid her of the tumour - they
knew at this time it was a
tumour, but weren’t aware of
what type.

However, the procedure, a
left temporal lobectomy,
made the condition worse.

Mrs Lyon’s tumour can be
destroyed using keyhole sur-
gery, but this is only available
in the USA and costs £95,000.

She is now desperately
appealing for help to raise the
money for the operation.

“It would mean the world to
me to have this removed,” she
said. “I want to live a normal
life without having to worry
that I might strip in public.

“I just want to be a real
mother to my kids.

To donate to the surgery,
visit: http://gogetfunding.
com/project/leanne-s-brain-
tumour-appeal
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� Hypothalamic
hamartoma (HH) is asmall, non-cancerousbrain tumour whichcauses seizures,

behavioural prob-
lems, blackouts andmemory loss.
� The condition is
thought to affect onein 200,000 people
� HH is difficult to
diagnose and moredifficult to treat.
� The most commonsymptoms are daily‘gelastic’ seizures,
which involve spon-taneous laughing orsmirking - or ‘dacrys-tic’ seizures, whichinvolve crying or

grunting
� These symptomsoften start early inlife, but are frequentlymisdiagnosed.


